
EECS 70 Discrete Mathematics and Probability Theory
Fall 2014 Anant Sahai Final exam

Exam location: Back of 1 Pimentel, Second to last digit of SID - 3, 5, or 9

PRINT your student ID:

PRINT AND SIGN your name: ,
(last) (first) (signature)

PRINT your Unix account login: cs70-

PRINT your discussion section and GSI (the one you attend):

Name of the person to your left:

Name of the person to your right:

Name of someone in front of you:

Name of someone behind you:

Section 0: Pre-exam questions (3 points)
1. What are your plans for fun this winter break? (1 pt)

2. Describe a time when you overcame an obstacle and succeeded. (2pts)

Do not turn this page until the proctor tells you to do so.
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PRINT your name and student ID:

SOME APPROXIMATIONS AND OTHER USEFUL TRICKS THAT MAY OR MAY NOT COME IN HANDY:
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)n = ex

When x is small, ln(1+ x)≈ x

When x is small, (1+ x)n ≈ 1+nx

The Golden Rule of 70 (and Engineering generally) applies: if you can’t solve the problem in front
of you, state and solve a simpler one that captures at least some of its essence. You might get partial
credit for doing so, and maybe you’ll find yourself on a path to the solution.

Source: http://www.math.unb.ca/~knight/utility/NormTble.htm
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PRINT your name and student ID:

Section 1: Straightforward questions (30 points)
You get one drop: do 5 out of the following 6 questions. Bonus for getting all six perfectly. No partial credit
will be given.

3. Prove It

Prove by induction that 5n−1 is divisible by 4 for all integers n≥ 1.

EECS 70, Fall 2014, Final exam 3



PRINT your name and student ID:

4. Equate It

Use a combinatorial argument to prove that the following combinatorial identity is true (i.e., provide a story
for why the identity should hold).
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PRINT your name and student ID:

5. Bound It

A random variable X is always strictly larger than -100. You know that E [X ] = −60. Give the best upper
bound you can on P(X ≥−20).
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PRINT your name and student ID:

6. Match It

We have n i.i.d. Bernoulli-p random variables. Let A be the average of these random variables. The
following plots are on log-scale and show various bounds and approximations for the probability of the
average being more than 1.1 times the mean of A as a function of n (depicted in linear scale). The scatter
points represent the actual probability of the deviation.

(a) In this set of plots, p = 0.4. Label which one corresponds to Markov’s Inequality, to Chebyshev’s
Inequality, and to a Chernoff Bound.

(b) In the next set of plots, p = 0.6. Label which one corresponds to Chebyshev’s Inequality, to Hoeffd-
ing’s Inequality, and to the Central Limit Theorem.
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PRINT your name and student ID:

7. Expect It

We call a couple a soulmate couple if both of them have each other as the first person on their preference
lists. If there are n men and n women, and all of their preference lists are independently uniformly generated
over all permutations, what is the expected number of soulmate couples?
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PRINT your name and student ID:

8. Provoke It

In a demonstration/protest march, there are 2 kinds of people: civilians and undercover police. You know
that 99% of the civilians are peaceful, and 1% advocate violence. You also know that 50% of the undercover
police are agent provocateurs (who advocate violence) and 50% of them are peaceful. 2% of the protestors
are undercover police. Given that you see a person in the demonstration advocating violence, what is
the probability that this person is undercover police? (It is fine to leave the answer as a simplified
fraction.)
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PRINT your name and student ID:

Section 2: Additional straightforward questions (27 points)
You get one drop: do 3 out of the following 4 questions. Bonus for getting all of them perfectly. Very little
partial credit will be given.

9. Sections

An EECS class with 3n students has three discussion sections, and each student attends exactly one of
them by choosing one uniformly at random, independently of the others. Use Stirling’s approximation to
estimate an n so that the probability of all three sections having exactly the same number of students
is about 1.6%.

It is fine to leave the answer as a simplified formula for n.

(Numerical hints for those who prefer actual numbers: 2π ≈ 6.28,
√

2π ≈ 2.51,
√

3≈ 1.73.)
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PRINT your name and student ID:

10. Two Face

Suppose you have two coins, one that has heads on both sides and another that has tails on both sides.

(a) You pick one of the two coins uniformly at random and you flip that coin 400 times. Approximate the
probability of getting more than 220 heads. Your answer should be a number that approximates this
probability, accurate to 2 digits after the decimal point.

(b) You pick one of the two coins uniformly at random and flip it. You repeat this process 400 times, each
time picking one of the two coins uniformly at random and then flipping it, for a total of 400 flips.
Approximate the probability of getting more than 220 heads. Your answer should be a number that
approximates this probability, accurate to 2 digits after the decimal point.
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PRINT your name and student ID:

(c) Now you pick one of the two coins uniformly at random and flip it four times. You repeat this process
100 times, each time picking one of the two coins uniformly at random and then flipping it four times,
for a total of 400 flips. Approximate the probability of getting more than 220 heads. Your answer
should be a number that approximates this probability, accurate to 2 digits after the decimal point.
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PRINT your name and student ID:

11. Estimating π

One can estimate π by playing darts with a special dartboard shown in figure 1. Assume every time you
throw a dart, the dart will always be inside the square. The probability that your dart lands inside the circle
is equal to the ratio of the area of the circle to the area of the square, i.e., π

4 . Let Xi be the random variable
denoting whether your dart is within the circle after your i-th throw.

How can you estimate π using this experiment? How many times should you throw to ensure your es-
timation error is within 0.01 with probability at least 95%? (You can just leave the numerical expression
of the number of times but not compute the exact value.)

Figure 1: Dartboard.
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PRINT your name and student ID:

[Extra page. If you want the work on this page to be graded, make sure you tell us on the problem’s main
page.]
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PRINT your name and student ID:

12. Independent Shares

Consider a secret-sharing scheme over GF(5) that divides a secret among 4 people. Assume the secret is
uniformly chosen from 0,1,2,3,4. We use the standard polynomial-based secret-sharing scheme so that any
2 people can recover the secret. The linear coefficient in the polynomial is chosen uniformly from 0,1,2,3,4
and independently of the secret.

Show that the shares (i.e. values obtained by evaluating the polynomial at their point) given to person
1 and person 2 are independent.
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PRINT your name and student ID:

[Extra page. If you want the work on this page to be graded, make sure you tell us on the problem’s main
page.]
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PRINT your name and student ID:

Section 3: True/False (30 points)
You get one drop: do 3 out of the following 4 questions. Bonus for getting all four correct.

For each question in this section, determine whether the given statement is TRUE or FALSE. If TRUE, prove
the statement. If FALSE, provide a counterexample or otherwise disprove it.

13. Conditional

If P(A)> P(B), and P(C|A)> P(C|B), then P(A|C)> P(B|C).

Mark one: TRUE or FALSE.
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PRINT your name and student ID:

14. Epsilon

Consider i.i.d. random variables {Xi} with mean µ and variance σ2. Let An =
1
n ∑

n
i=1 Xi be the average of n

such random variables. Let g(ε,δ ) be the minimum n so that An is within ±ε of µ with probability at least
(1−δ ). Then for δ = 0.1, we can be certain that g( ε

2 ,δ )≤ 2g(ε,δ ).

Mark one: TRUE or FALSE.
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PRINT your name and student ID:

15. Independence

If X ,Y are random variables, and E[XY ] = E[X ]E[Y ], then X and Y are independent.

Mark one: TRUE or FALSE.
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PRINT your name and student ID:

16. Gotta Get Them All

A person is trying to collect a set of 2n cards: n distinct monster cards and n distinct spell cards. When
buying a card, she gets a monster card with probability 2

3 and a spell card with probability 1
3 . Within each

category, she will get a card uniformly at random. She keeps buying cards until she has a complete set (owns
at least one of each card).

When n is large, the expected number of cards that she buys is less than or equal to 3n(ln(3n)+1).

Mark one: TRUE or FALSE.

EECS 70, Fall 2014, Final exam 19



PRINT your name and student ID:

Section 4: Free-form Problems (73 + 25 points)
17. Peaceful Paths (25 points)

A group of protesters are meeting at Sproul Plaza to march to the I-80 on-ramp. The group doesn’t want to
backtrack and lose momentum, so they will only move North or West.

For each part, simplify your answer.
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(a) (5 points) If the protesters stick to the main paths depicted in the map above, how many possible paths
can they take to get from Sproul Plaza (marked by a dot) to the I-80 on-ramp (marked by another dot)?
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PRINT your name and student ID:

(b) (5 points) The police have set up blockades (as marked on the map by x’s) at the intersection of Allston
and Shattuck near the Berkeley BART station and at the intersection of University and San Pablo, just
before the on-ramp. How many possible paths can the protesters take such that the police blockades
are avoided?

(c) (5 points) Assume the protesters do not know about the blockades, so they are equally likely to choose
any path. What is the probability that they are intercepted by a police blockade?
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PRINT your name and student ID:

(d) (5 points) In order to increase the chances of some protesters making it to the freeway, the protesters
decide to split up into two groups. Each group independently chooses a path to take. As before, either
group is equally likely to choose any of the paths. Let X be a random variable denoting the number of
groups that make it to the I-80 on-ramp without being intercepted by police. Write the probability
distribution of X .
(For this part, feel free to use the constants a,b,c to refer to the correct answers to parts a,b,c of this
problem.)

(e) (5 points) Now suppose the protesters want to split up into n > 2 groups instead of just 2. As before,
each of the n groups selects a path independently, and will choose each path with equal probability.
What is the minimum number of groups n needed such that the expected number of groups that
reach the I-80 on-ramp without being blocked is at least 1?
(For this part, feel free to use the constants a,b,c to refer to the correct answers to parts a,b,c of this
problem.)
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PRINT your name and student ID:

[Extra page. If you want the work on this page to be graded, make sure you tell us on the problem’s main
page.]
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PRINT your name and student ID:

18. Couples (15 points)

You are trying to send a message of length 100, and every odd packet drops independently with probability
0.1, and every even packet drops independently with probability 0.5.

(a) (10 points) If you want your message to be successfully received with probability approximately 95%,
about how many additional packets do you have to send using a Reed-Solomon error-correcting
code? Feel free to leave the answer in a form of a simple algebraic equation to be solved.
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PRINT your name and student ID:

(b) (5 points) Is the answer to part (a) more or less than what it would be if the channel dropped
packets with probability 0.3 at every time? Why?
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PRINT your name and student ID:

19. Miley the Lumberjack (15 points)

For a sequence of numbers a1,a2, . . . ,an, the geometric mean is equal to (a1a2 · · ·an)
1
n . Consider random

variables Xi that take on the values

Xi =


2 with probability 1

2(1− p)
4 with probability p
8 with probability 1

2(1− p)

For an i.i.d. sequence of random variables X1,X2, . . . distributed as above with 1 > p > 0,

lim
n→∞

P

(
1

1+ ε
<

(X1X2 · · ·Xn)
1
n

4
< 1+ ε

)
= 0

for every ε > 0.

Mark one: TRUE or FALSE.

If TRUE, prove the statement. If FALSE, provide a counterexample or otherwise disprove it.
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PRINT your name and student ID:

[Extra page. If you want the work on this page to be graded, make sure you tell us on the problem’s main
page.]
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PRINT your name and student ID:

20. Markov Dice (18 points)

James Bond is playing a game that involves repeatedly rolling a fair standard 6-sided die.

(a) (3 points) What is the expected number of rolls until he gets a 5?

(b) (5 points) What is the expected number of rolls until the last two rolls sum to 7?
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PRINT your name and student ID:

(c) (10 points) What is the expected number of rolls until the last two rolls sum to 9?
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PRINT your name and student ID:

[Extra page. If you want the work on this page to be graded, make sure you tell us on the problem’s main
page.]
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PRINT your name and student ID:

21. (Optional) Digits (25 points)

You choose a number from 0 to 999999 (inclusive) uniformly at random and you sum the digits up. For
example if you were to choose 345, the sum of the digits would be 12.

(a) (5 points) What is the probability that the sum is 9?

(b) (10 points) What is the probability that the sum is 19?
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PRINT your name and student ID:

(c) (10 points) What is the probability that the sum is 29?
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PRINT your name and student ID:

[Extra page. If you want the work on this page to be graded, make sure you tell us on the problem’s main
page.]
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PRINT your name and student ID:

[Doodle page! Draw us something if you want or give us suggestions or complaints.]
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